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GUIDELINES ON AUSTRALIAN MUSIC STATION FORMAT 
CLASSIFICATION 

 

These guidelines are to assist licensees in correctly identifying and classifying their station 
format for the purposes of Australian music content obligations under the Commercial Radio 
Code of Practice – these guidelines do not form part of the Code. 

 

Introduction 
 
Under section 5 of the Commercial Radio Code of Practice 2026, licensees must broadcast 
a specified proportion of Australian music during the Australian Performance Period (as 
defined in the Code). The applicable proportion is determined by the predominant format of 
the service, as set out in the tables at section 5.2 of the Code. 
 
Licensees are responsible for assessing and nominating which format and category each 
station falls into.  
 
Correct station format classification is essential to ensure compliance with the licensee’s 
Australian music obligations and to provide confidence to the Australian music industry and 
audiences that licensees are meeting their commitments to support Australian artists. 
 
These guidelines are designed to assist licensees in: 

• Understanding the characteristics of each station format category 

• Accurately assessing which category applies to their service 

• Recognising when a material change in format has occurred 

• Understanding the notification obligations when format changes occur 
 
Scope: These guidelines apply to all commercial radio broadcasting services except Digital-
Only services, in accordance with section 5.10 of the Code. 
 

Guidelines 
 
Assessing Your Station Format 
 
Consider your actual broadcast content, not your marketing or station name. The 
format classification should reflect the predominant music content broadcast on your service. 
A station that markets itself as "The Hits Station" or uses similar branding is not 
automatically a Category A station, the classification depends on the actual music played 
during the Australian Performance Period. 
 
The predominant format determines classification. Where a station plays music across 
multiple categories, classify the station according to the format that occupies the greatest 
proportion of music airtime at the relevant time. 
 

Station Format Category Definitions 
 
Category A – Not less than 25% Australian music 
This category includes: 

• Rock – Alt / AOR / Mainstream: Contemporary Guitar / live instrumentation / band 
performances 
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• Contemporary and Current – Hits / Pop / Dance / Hip Hop / Alt: Modern popular 
relevant songs driven by current charts and recent releases of any or all of these 
styles/genres 

• Top 40: Defined by current music charts  
 

Category B – Not less than 20% Australian music 
This category includes: 

• Hot AC/Mainstream: Popular contemporary songs targeted for adult audiences “AC 
= Adult Contemporary”, with less emphasis on current chart music than Category A 
formats 

• Country Modern: Popular Contemporary Country songs 
• Rock – Classic: Heritage established familiar guitar/live instrumentation/band 

performances 
 
Category C – Not less than 15% Australian music 
This category includes: 

• Soft Adult Contemporary: Current light and adult appealing songs 
• Gold - encompassing Classic Hits: Heritage proven familiar songs from past 

decades that were first released more than 5 years ago 
• RNB/Rhythmic Gold: contemporary or heritage established rhythmic / soul / rnb / 

hip hop songs from any decade 
 
Category D – Not less than 10% Australian music 
This category includes: 

• Oldies: memory driven songs specific from the 1950s to 1990s focussed on 
familiarity and recognisability within those decades 

• Easy Listening: gentle soft melodic low intensity songs providing comfort and 
relaxation 

• Easy Gold: soft melodic songs from past decades 
• Country Gold: non-contemporary genre specific country songs 

 
Category E – Not less than 5% Australian music 
This category includes: 

• Nostalgia: songs that evoke memories, emotion and personal connection across the 
decades, predominantly released more than 10 years ago, curated for their 
emotional resonance 

• Jazz: programmed genre specific songs that encompass its varying forms  
• NAC (smooth jazz): mellow contemporary adult orientated genre specific music 

 
Category F – No Australian music quota applies 
This category includes all other formats of service, including (without limitation) programs 
which are predominately comprised of open-line, news, talk and sport content. 
 
New Australian Performances Sub-Quotas 
Subject to certain exceptions, stations in Categories A, B and C are also required to meet 
minimum levels for New Australian Performances as a proportion of total Australian music 
played, calculated across all Australian Performance Periods in any financial year.  
 
These sub-quotas are: 

• Category A: Not less than 25% 
• Category B: Not less than 20% 
• Category C: Not less than 15% 
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For full details of New Australian Performances obligations, including definitions and 
exemptions, refer to sections 5.3 to 5.6 of the Code. 

 

Material Format Changes and Notification Requirements 
 
What constitutes a material change in format? A material change occurs when your 
station's predominant music format shifts from one category to another category in the tables 
at section 5.2 of the Code. 
 
Notification must be made within 7 days. Under section 5.8 of the Code, licensees must 
notify CRA in writing of any material change to the format of a radio service no later than 7 
days after the change is made. This notification should: 

• Clearly identify the station and licence area 
• Specify the previous format category and the new format category 
• Indicate the date from which the format change took effect 
• Be sent to: ausmusic@cra.au 

 
Seek clarification when in doubt. If a licensee is uncertain about which category best 
describes its service, or whether a programming change constitutes a material format 
change requiring notification, contact your station’s legal team or CRA for guidance. 
 

Reporting Australian Music Compliance to CRA 

Licensees are currently required to submit monthly reports to CRA on their Australian music 
performance. This enables CRA to fulfil its obligation under section 5.9 of the Code to 
provide regular yearly reports to ARIA on the performance by Licensees in relation to section 
5 of the Code. 
 
Monthly reports must include all information reasonably requested by CRA from time to time, 
as set out in the Monthly Reporting Return form. Licensees receive a monthly email 
reminder with a link to the current form and a requested to complete the submission to CRA 
by the specified deadline. 
 

Recommended Resources and Further Information 
 
For further assistance in classifying your station format or understanding your Australian 
music obligations under the Code, contact Commercial Radio & Audio at hello@cra.au  
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